
 

Our Program and Curriculum 

The Ohio Leadership Academy is a three-year 

course of study for the purpose of leadership enrich-

ment and professional ministry development. Its 

goal is to prepare men and women to serve Ameri-

can Baptist Churches in positions of leadership 

throughout the state. 

The ABC/Ohio Leadership Academy was founded 

over twenty years ago. In 2015, as the result of a 

new partnership between American Baptist 

Churches of Ohio and the Cleveland Baptist Asso-

ciation, the academy became known as the Ohio 

Leadership Academy, and began operating as one 

institution in two locations. Subsequently, the 

Cleveland site began operating as the Northeast 

Ohio Cohort of the Ohio Leadership Academy. 

The Academy presents a concentrated course of 

study requiring out of class reading, writing assign-

ments and practical ministry experience, as well as 

attendance at every intensive weekend in order to 

complete the program. 

 

During the three-year course of study, classes meet 

in four weekend intensives in November, January, 

March and May. Students participate in a total of 

five two-hour courses each weekend, leading to a 

120 credit-hour certificate of completion in subjects 

such as Biblical Studies, Systematic Theology,  

Baptist History and Polity, Church Leadership, 

Worship and Preaching. Completion of the  

Academy offers students seeking ordination the  

opportunity for recommendation by their local 

church pastor for ABC Track Three ordination,  

after meeting all ABC-USA ordination standards. 

New Student Orientation and Graduating Student 

Commencement Exercises take place at the  

completion of each academic year. 

Currently, all intensive weekends are conducted 

using a blend of online and/or in-person courses at 

the CBA Mission Center, 12200 Fairhill Road in  

Cleveland, Ohio, 44120. 

A Ministry of the Cleveland Baptist Association 
 

The mission of the Ohio Leadership Academy is to strengthen local churches 

through leadership enrichment and professional ministry preparation 

The OLA Faculty and Leadership 

Academy faculty are ministers who are passionate about the gospel and committed to healthy local church 

ministry. These men and women are also committed to excellence in the educational preparation of stu-

dents who will serve in a variety of leadership roles in local church congregations. 

All faculty members are graduates of accredited theolgical institutions, who hold Masters and/or Doctoral 

degrees. Each of them has extensive experience in  professional ministry, utilizing the knowledge and prac-

ticing the skills or disciplines taught in the Academy. 

Rev. Dr. Greg Walker 
Senior Pastor,  
Warrensville Rd. Community Baptist Church 
 

Rev. Dr. Scott Henderson 
Faculty Member, Luther Rice Seminary 
 

Rev. David Chapman 
Interim Pastor, Owl Creek Baptist Church 
 

Rev. Dr. James Quincy 
Senior Pastor, Lee Road Baptist Church 
 

Rev. Jonathan Glass-Riley 
Senior Pastor, Lakewood Baptist Church 
 

Rev. Dr. Kregg Burris 
Senior Pastor,  
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
 

Rev. Dr. Marvin McMickle 
Pastor Emeritus, Antioch Baptist Church 
 

Beverly Gaffney 
Academy Registrar 

Rev. Dr. David Cobb 
Academic Dean, Ohio Leadership Academy 
Resident Theologian, Emmanuel Baptist Church 
 

Rev. Dr. Yvonne Carter 
Executive Minister, Cleveland Baptist Association 
 

Rev. Gloria Chaney 
Senior Pastor, Church of the Master 
Chair, Ohio Leadership Academy Leadership Team 
 

Rev. Dr. Dianthia Gilmore 
Associate Minister, Antioch Baptist Church 
 

Rev. Dr. Thomas Gilmore 
Associate Minister, Antioch Baptist Church 
 

Rev. Dr. Earl Simpson 
Senior Pastor,  
Cornerstone Missionary Baptist Church 
 

Rev. Danita Harris-Pratt 
Executive Director, S.H.I.N.E. Ministry 
 

Rev. Mylion Waite 
Associate Minister, Antioch Baptist Church 
 

To Register for Courses 

or for More Information: 

Website:  www.cbacleveland.org 

Phone:  (216) 325-7730 
E-mail:  cbaregistrar@cbacleveland.org 



Our Students 

Academy students include: 

 Individuals who come for personal Christian  
       enrichment 

 Those who desire to serve more effectively as lay 
leaders in their congregations, and 

 Those who have recognized God’s call to  

       pastoral or other forms of ministry 

In order to be enrolled as a full-time student in the 

Academy, students must be given strong recommen-

dations by their local church pastors or the appropri-

ate church body of their participating CBA church. 

Applications for Admission can be downloaded at 

www.cbacleveland.org/ohio-leadership-academy  

Academy Tuition and Fees 

Annual tuition for full-time enrollment in the  
3-year intensive program of the Academy is  
currently $525, which can be paid in four  
installments, plus a one-time $25 non-refundable 
enrollment fee. Single classes and modules are 
available at $130 per course. 

 Additional costs to students include books, 
other instructional materials, and travel  

       expenses, including meals and overnight    
       lodging as needed. 

 We are pleased that tuition has remained low 
and well below the cost of a seminary educa-
tion. The current tuition equates to less than 
$15 per credit-hour for the 40 credit-hour/
year curriculum. 

 Increases in tuition and fees may occur in 
order to offset the cost of ongoing innovations 
in the Academy. 

Typical Three Year OLA Curriculum 

First Yesr Courses 
 

 Discerning Your Call 
 Discipleship & Spritiual Formation 
 Missions & Evangelism 
 Bible I: Old Testament Overview 
 Effective Communication in Ministry 
 

Second Year Courses 
 

 Baptist History & Polity 
 Clergy Ethics & Setting Boundaries 
 Apologetics (Defending the Faith) 
 Bible II: New Testament Overview 
 Social Justice 
 

Third Year Courses 
 

 Systematic Theology 
 Church Administration 

 Worship Design 
 Hermeneutics (Biblical Interpretation) 
 Homiletics (Preaching) 

The Ohio Leadership Academy has created a new opportunity for sharpening your ministry skills: OLA Modules. 

Each module is a 2-day Friday/Saturday intensive covering a single, specific topic or ministry skill.  Modules are 

open to OLA students, professional church leaders or church laypersons interested in exploring areas of ministry 

not currently offered as part of the OLA curriculum. Modules are taught by well-equipped, well-prepared faculty. 

Modules are offered as either an Individual Module or a Cohort Module. 

Each Individual Module costs $130 for an individual, and is open to anyone. Cohort Modules are offered to any  

individual for $130, or to an unlimited number of students from a single church, for a single fee of $500. See the 

accompanying description on the next page of modules being offered this spring and summer. 

 

The Book of Acts 
Individual Module  July 30-31, 2021 
 

Students will complete an exegetical study of the 
New Testament book of Acts by focusing on the  
biblical theology of the book, the historical back-
ground of events and the theological emphasis of 
the speeches within the book. The goal of the 
course is to enable learners to articulate the  
message of Acts in ways that are both textually  
accurate and contemporaneously relevant. 

Dr. Robert Bowman, Instructor 
Dr.  Robert Bowman is the president and resident 
scholar of Faith Thinkers. He is an evangelical 
Christian apologist, biblical scholar, author, editor, 
and lecturer.  The author of 
over sixty articles and author 
or co-author of fourteen 
books, he has lectured on  
biblical studies, religion and 
apologetics at Biola Universi-
ty, Cornerstone University 
and New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

Introduction to  
Christian Counseling 
Individual Module  April 9-10. 2021 
 

This module provides basic preparation for the 
complex task of pastoral care and counseling. The 
focus is upon the minister in the congregational 
setting. Students will formulate a biblical and 
theological foundation for the practice of pastoral 
counseling. They will develop an understanding 
of key principles of pastoral care and acquire 

basic skills for providing Christian care.  

Rev. Dr. Ronald Cobb, Instructor 
Dr. Ron Cobb served in pastoral ministry, pri-
marily in Georgia, for twenty-two years before 

embarking on a ministry of 
discipleship counseling. 
Since the fall of 2000 he has 
been teaching Biblical 
Counseling and Pastoral 
Ministry courses at Luther 
Rice Seminary.  

Ministry Innovation 
Cohort Module  July 23-24, 2021 
 

This module is intended to help Pastors, Execu-
tive Directors, Church Planters, Ministry Lead-
ers, Planners and Boards use design thinking to 
facilitate innovation in faith-based organizations. 
The tools given in this module are applicable and 
transferable to any progressive church or faith-
based organization. 

Rev. Dr. Delesslyn Kennebrew, Instructor 
Dr. Kennebrew is serving as the Regional Minis-
ter for Ministry Innovation in the Greater Kansas 
City Region of the Christian Church (Disciples     

of Christ).  She will implement the strategic plans 

of the region to plant thriving new churches and 
lead existing congregations 
through revitalization and 
transformation.  

Purposeful Vision 
Cohort Module  April 23-24, 2021 
 

This module is intended to help participants  
discover their God-directed Purposeful Vision 
for life. “What does God want me to do with my 
life?” Not only will this module answer this  
question, but will show each student how to  
create, define and write their own purpose,  
mission and vision statements. 
 

Rev. Dr. David Cobb, Instructor 
Dr. David Cobb is the Academic Dean of the 
Ohio Leadership Academy, and serves as the 
resident theologian at Emanuel Baptist Church 
in Cleveland. Widely involved in many creative 
ministries, conferences and initiatives in the 
Cleveland area, he was rec-
ognized by Kaleidoscope 
Magazine in 2009 as one of 
the New Influential  
Pastors of Cleveland. 

An Exciting New Option 

for Personal Growth & 

Professional Development:   

2-Day OLA Modules! 
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